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E. GANASSA 


CHIEF BURNS: Today's date is December 

17th, 2001. The time is 3:02 p.m. I'm 

Battalion Chief Robert Burns, New York City 

Fire Department, Safety Battalion, 

conducting an interview with -- 

FIREFIGHTER GANASSA: Edward Ganassa, 

Engine 312, Battalion 49, Division 14. 

CHIEF BURNS: This interview is in 

regards to the events of September 11th, 

2001. 

Q. If you would, Ed, in your own words, 
just tell us what happened on that day. 

A. Okay. I was working the Monday night 
and Tuesday day. On Tuesday morning, 9/11, the 
computer went off to respond to the staging area 
on Huntspoint Avenue and Vernon Boulevard. 

We proceeded to the staging area. We 
lined up with a few other companies that were 
there. We stood there approximately 25 to 30 
minutes. I'm getting the call to respond in to 
the Trade Center. I don't know the time. 

We went through the Midtown Tunnel, 
following in a caravan with other rigs, and we 


stationed our rig on West Street. At that time 
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we got our Scott packs on and started walking 
with other firemen towards the north tower. 

About five to ten minutes after 
arriving, I saw one to two jumpers -- two jumpers 
exactly jump off the tower, and about two to 
three minutes later, the tower fell down. We 
were covered with dust. We were not hit by any 
large debris. 

After the dust settled, we found the 49 
Battalion and his aide, the chief and his aide, 
and we assisted the companies in searching for 
firemen and civilians. We stayed there until 
approximately 11, 11:30 at night, and then we 
were told to respond back to our firehouse. 

Q. When you went in, Ed, do you know 
approximately what your location was where you 
saw or heard the building about to come down? 

A. We were at West Street, and there was a 
small pedestrian bridge. We were probably about 
200 to 300 feet north of that bridge. There was 
a staging area, I believe. It was a secondary 
staging area. 

Q. When the building started to come down, 


which way did you run? 
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A. Uptown, north. 

Q. When you were the staging area, did you 
see any other units? 

A. At the staging area? Where I parked 
the rig, there were many rigs there. I 
recognized the ones from our company: 262, 307, 
263 I believe was there. At the staging area 
there were no rigs; it was just chiefs and 
Commissioners. 

Q. And that staging area was north of the 
bridge? 

A. Yeah, it should be just north of the 
bridge if I remember correctly. 

Q. Did you guys ever come south of that or 
you stayed there waiting? 

A. Not until after the collapse. After 
the collapse and the dust lifted slightly, then 
we proceeded south of there. 

Q. Thanks. 

CHIEF BURNS: That's the end of our 


interview. It's 3:06 p.m. 


